














Rhode Island Historical Society 
52 Pomer St. ; 
Providence, Rhode Island, 


Gentlemens 


) fin connection with research I am doing in the 
preparation of a monogragh on the unauthorized copper coins 
used in early America I am working on the deteil concerning 
the word,Bungtown, and the counterfeiting of copper coin in 
Rehoboth,Mass, Both of these episodes are tied together, 
: I have a reference to the Providence Journal in 
November , 18)8 publishing some material along these lines 
and I am anxious to obtain a copy of it. I am sorry BD that 
Ido not have the specific date of the paper in question, 
but IT am sure that you will have no trouble locating it. 
When you locate the right copy would you be kind 
cnough to have it photostated or microfilmed or copied, 
_ whichever way is the most practical and reagonable in cost. 
_I will gladly remit the proper amount, 
, I also would be appreciative of the coprect address 
of Richard LeBaron Bowen who did considerable work on the 
history of Rehoboth, No doubt he is a member of your society. 
: I look forward to hearing from you. 3 


Sincerely, 





THE RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


52 POWER STREET, PROVIDENCE 6, R. I. 
CLARKSON A. COLLINS, III, Librarian 


AT JOHN BROWN HOUSE, BUILT 1786 
CLIFFORD P. MONAHON, Director 





January 3,1957 


Mr. Eric P, Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr, Newman: 


You may reach Richard LeBaron Bowen by 
addressing him care of Coated Textile Mills,Inc., 
Columbus Avenue, Pawtucket, Rhode Island, 


Unless you can give us the exact date for 
the reference in the Providence Journal I shall 
have to suggest that you have a searcher go through 
the month of November to find the reference, The 
cost would be $1.50 an hour. Please let me know 
if you would like to have this done, 


Very truly yours, 


Clifford P, Monation 


CPM:ve 


of January 3s 1957 in 
sbogrbihdy Pha concer ing - the counterfeiting 
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in one article. I am sure you ecco eed bora 
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THE RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


52 POWER STREET, PROVIDENCE 6, R. I. 
CLARKSON A. COLLINS, III, Librarian 


AT JOHN BROWN HOUSE, BUILT 1786 
CLIFFORD P. MONAHON, Director 





January 11, 1957 


Mr. Eric P,. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc, 
400 Washington Ave, 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr, Newnan: 


The searcher found the answer to your 
question in one hour and it is found in the Providence 
Journal No, 285, Friday A.M., November 24,1848, Page 
2, Column 3. 


"Americanisms - No, 4 Bungtown Copper - Mr. Bartlett 
gives this as the name of 'the old English half 
penny or copper' - He is mistaken, It was the 
name given to a spurious coin, of base metal, a 
very clumsy counterfeit of the English half penny 
or copper, It derived its name from the place 
where it was first manufactured, then called 
Bungtown, now Barneysville, in the Town of 
Rehoboth, Mass, The Bungtown copper never was 

a legal coin. The British half penny or copper 
was," 


Would you please make out your check to 
Ruth Gove Monohon, 


Very truly yours, 


slg abir~ 
Clifford P., Monahon 


CPM:ve 


AT JOHN BROWN HOUSE, BUILT 1786 


THE RHODE ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


52 POWER STREET, PROViDENCE 6, I 


CLIFFORD P. MONAHON, Director CLARKSON A. COLLINS, Ili, Librarian 





January 11, 1957 


Mr, kric P,. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 ¥ashington Ave, 

St. Louis 2, Ho. 


Dear ‘ir, Newnan: 


The searcher found the answer to vour 
question in one hour and it is found in the Providence 
Journal No, 285, Fridav A.M., November 24,1848. Page 
2, Column 2, 





“Americanisms - No. 4 Bungtown Copper - Mr, Bart 
gives this as the name of ‘the old tmglish half 
penny or conper' - ‘le is mistaken. It was the 
name given to a spurious coin, of base metal, a 
very clumsy counterfeit of the English half penny 
or copper. It derived its name from the place 
where it was first manufactured, then called 
Runctown, now Barneysvilie, in the Town of 
RKehobeth, Mass, The Sunstown copper never was 

a legal coin. The British half penny or copper 


. ft 
Was « 


Would you please make out your check to 
ruth Gove ‘Monohon. 


Yery truly yours, 


, ; | 
LAL a Wr alirs 


Clifford P. Monahon 
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AT JOHN BROWN HOUSE, BUILT 1786 ah arg 52 POWER STREET, PROVIDENCE 6, R. I. 


CLIFFORD P. MONAHON, Director y CLARKSON A. COLLINS, II, Librarian 
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January 17,1957 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Ave, 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 


Dear Mr, Newman: 


I put the November 1848 microfilm on the reader 
and turned to November 24th but did not find any other 
Americanisms in previous issues. However, the whole 
article on Americanisms in the November 24th issue 
mentioned many times Bartlett. I, therefore, consulted 
Dictionary of Americanisms... by John kussell Bartlett 
tBoston, Little, Brown & Co.,18771 and on page 83 found 
the reference - Bungtown copper. 


John Russell Bartlett was a well known man 
and for years served as Rhode Island's Secretary of State. 


You will find a good bit about him on page 7 of Vol.2 
of the Dictionary of American Biography. 


Very truly yours, 


C1i¥ford P, Monafon 


CPMs:vc 







I found an early use of the word town" wh: 
think you weuld like to have on file. I quote the following di 
from the SUNDAY DISPATCH, Philadelphia, Pa., May 31.,° 1857: Sa 


Incited by the appearance of these illegal eubeddrared’ fora re roa 
currency, seme of the soverign States determined to exercise the a 
franchise.of coinage. Connecticut led the way with what was ee. 
time called "the Bungtown copper", They contained a laureated | 
bust, having above it "Auctori Connec.” by authority of Connecticut - 
on the reverse Liberty seated, and the abbreviation "Ind. et Lib", date 


1785. 


“f 


Ned fatas le 
ile ee 


I suppose you know that there was a reprinting of 
"Devices on the Continental Bills of Credit" on page 36 of AMERICAN ~ 
JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS for October, 1871. The credit line reference 
to the same is footnoted as; "From an Almanac published in 1777, 
and mentioned in the Historica] Magazine, Vel. V, Pp 71-73." 


Some time look in CALENDAR OF STATE PEPERS, COLONIAL 


SERIES , _APUERICAN AND WEST INDTES 1669-1674, under date of June 21, 
\ -sachusetts silve 


fF Crazy 


Seren 


5/31/60 


Mere. 


Deesticks! Letters | ‘ Copyright N.Y. 
by Q. Ke Philander Doesticks ARRhe Thenpees 1855 


P.62 : | 

"fhe last thing I distinctly racollest is trying to pay the 
fare for three on this novel craft, with a single piece of money 
(which I now know to have been a Bungtown copper), and de- 
manded two-and+sixpence change, which I didnt get." 


(Context indicates he was drunk) 


ee we we eee ew we we re rr er er 


Wrote in Yankee dialect 
Humor on serious political subjects | Mere. 
James Russell Lowell « : | (later edition) 
| The Biglow Papers 
 (Pirst Series) , 
: Cambridge 18)8 
Pe 6h Letter No. if 
by tracing its original to a speech of Ensign Gilley 
ata dinner of the Bungtown Feneibles.* 
P.5 Notices of an Independent Press 
From the Bungtown Copper and Comprehensive 
Toesin (a try-weakly family gon ouay 2 
P.36 . £e the ‘Indulgent Reader 
- “Pastor of a Church in Bungtown Corner 
et ae Glossary 
(423) | 3 | 
Seon "Antislavery perfessions ‘fore ‘lection aint wuth a 


Bungtown copper. 





¢ 
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“whieh ts and was then: ere 2 anne 








a . ih id” Gee 
“ Dosetions! etters i te eg lores NeXy 


“by QsK. Philander Doesticks (cor Thompson) 1855 — 


P62 

"the last thing, r aistinetiy recollect is trying to pay the 
fare for three on hte novel raft, with a single piece of money 
bvnseh x: now know to have. been @ Bungtown copper), and de-. 
“manded ‘twowandesixpence change, whieh 4 aseat get." 
(Context, indicates he was drunk) 


tiiediidied td es 


‘Wrote in Yankee dialect — fs | : 
soe Munor on serious political subjects ove ‘Mere. 
- Janed Rusee12 Meer (later edition) 
| The Biglow Papers 

. (First Series) 
ee | GCanbridge 18h8 
Pe 6h Letter ec II 
| by tracing its original to a speech of Ensign nian, 4 
ata dinner of the ‘Bung town Paneibies:” 


: “Wotiees of an. Independen’_ ~reee 





Prom the Bungtown Copper and Couprehensive 


 Tecsin te try-weekly fenily jetenal) 


Ph ee To the Indulgent Reader 


"Pastor of a Chureh in ‘Pungtown Corner 


P.1h7 * | Bossa % ee oo e _ 


~Mhnitd dlavery, portdeitond ‘fore. ‘lection aint woth a 
: Bungtown ‘eoppers | | 
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‘ Wash. Unive 
| Ref. PE 2835 
¥. 3 
John S. Farmer 
Americanisms =~ Old and New 


London 1889 


Bungtown Coppers = Spurious copper coinage. Bungtown is 

from the slang term "to bung" meaning "to lie" or "deceive". 

A great many counterfeit English halfpence known as Birm- 
ingham coppers were in circulation in NewYork State in 1785-6. 
They were made in Birmingham by order of a New York merchant 
and imported in casks under the name of hardware or wrought 
coppere This was the special origin of the word but the 


same name was afterward given to all spurious copper coins. 


(The reference to the New York imported coppers is wrong 


as these were Nova Constellatio pieces) 








Thos. L, Bider Sale 
of Henry CC. Miller Collection 





130 


PENNSYLVANIA HALF PENCE AND FARTHINGS. 


Commonly known as "Bungtowns." Made in England in Imitation 
of Various Eurepean and English coins, bearing chiefly the heads 
ef George II and III. Some are satirical or humorous in type 
and inscription. The series has been treated by both Messrs, 
Grosby Atkins and L, H. Low, The following is one of the 
largest collections, and one of the finest, ever offered in 
American sales. They circulated largely among the early German 
colonists in the eastern part of the state, in fact the 
cataloguer has hardly met with a single example in Western 
Pennsylvania, where he resided for many years. And a good many 
of them never left England, On July 14, 1781, Joseph Reed, 
President of the Supreme Executive Council of the Commonwealth, 
issued a proclamation stating that "divers ill-disposed persons 
have manufactured or imported into this State quantities of base 
metal, in the similitude of British half pence, but much inferior 
in value and wight to genuine British half pence to the great 
depreciation of that coin, the injury of the community in general, 
and the poor in particular---and we have, therefore, thought proper 
to prohibit and do hereby strictly enjoin all officers---not to 
receive such base coin in any payments, whatsoever---and do earn- 
estly recommend to all the faithful inhabitants of this State to 
refuse it in payment---and to make due inquiry after offenders 


in the premises, that they may be brought to speedy and condign 








in Bee 


punishment." Mr. A. R, Frey, a well known writer on numismatic 
topics, in his Dietionary of Numismatic Terms, state in speak- 
ing of the word "Bungtown," that it is a name given to clumsy 
imitations of the English half pennies, which circulated exten- 
sively in Pennsylvania and other states in the latter part of 
the eighteenth century. The name is probably derived from the 


slang term 'to bunge--meaning to cheat or deceive'", 
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Doesticks' Letters Copyright NeYe 


by Q.K.Philander Doesticks (MeNeThompson) 1855 


P.62 

"fhe last thing I distinctly recollect is trying to pay the 
fare for three on this novel craft, with a single piece of money 
(which I now know to have been a Bung town copper), and de- 
manded two-and-sixpence change, which I didnt get." 


(Context indicates he was drunk) 


‘Wrote in Yankee dialect 
Humor on serious political subjects Merce 


James Russell Lowell -~ (later edition) 
The Biglow Papers 
(First Series) 
Cambridge 188 
P. 64 Letter No. II 
by tracing its original to a speech of Ensign Cilley 
at a dinner of the Bungtown Fencibles." 
P.5 Notices of an Independent Press 
From the Bungtown Copper and Comprehensive 
Tocsin (a tryeweakly family journal) 
P. 36 To the Indulgent Reader 


"Pastor of a Church in Bungtown Corner 


P.1h7 Glossary 
(423) 


"Antislavery perfessions ‘fore ‘lection aint wuth a 


Bungtown coppere 
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| Americanisns 


aby M.Schele de Vere (N.¥.1872) 


Bung-town, an imaginary town in New England, so called 
from the slang term to bung, meaning to lie. Hence Bung- 

town copper is the favorite name of the spurious English 
half-penny, which has no currency in the country. "These 
flowers wouldn't fetch a bung-town copper." (Judd, Margaret, 
pe 19). It is said that such a coin was really once made - 
a counterfeit, of course - in a town then bearing the name 


of Bung-town, but since known as Rehobeth, in Massachusetts. 


| 
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BUNG TOWN 
AJN Vol. XXX No. z De 28 July, 1895 


The Medals and Tokens of Rhode Island 


By He. R. Storer 


"Tt has been thought that during the money strin- 
gency of the Revolution there was an issue of counterfeit 
British halfpence in northern Rhode Island. Mr.S.S.Rider 
of Providence, has investigated the question for me, and 
ascertained that if such an issue occurred it was at 
Bungtown, now Barneyville, on Palmer's River, in Swansea, 
which is and was then in Massachusetts, and therefore 
beyond the bounds of this list. The pieces are said to 
have circulated at their weight value, which was above 
that cf the early copper cent. They were cast in sand 


from the regular English coinage of the time." 
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The Newport, Mercury of August 13, 1787 (New York Historical Society souree) 


Newport, Rhode Island, August 13, 1789 


gt { 
Roig 


oie. dee % 


By a ide tee atint or baed Intelligence we gaetindo cued = 
That all Coppers by Law in New-York, except Bungtowns, 
are fixed at 160 for a Dollar; that in the deraeys they had 
depreciated to 180 for a Dollar, and that there are large 
Quantities imported into this State and passing at 108 for 
a Dollar, for our Produce, Sugar, Molasses, &c. So that 
the Inhabitants of this Town ahd State ought to be on their 
Guard, lest such vast Quantities should be imported and 
passed here, as to depreciate them as low here as they are 
at the Westward, and thereby cause Numbers to suffer, who 
may take large Sums for their Produce, &c. at 108 for a 
Dollar. =--~- A Hint for the General Assembly of this State, 


to improve at their next Session. 


10/28/1959 








“ gonn Russell Bartlett - | 
oi Glossary of Words and Phrases usually gma as peculiar 
to the United States =. 
glo called "Dictionary of Anericaniens" 
New York 18h8 


| Pe SS 


BUNGTOWN-COPPER The old English half-penny, or coppere 
80 called in various parts of New England. 
These . flowers wouldn't fetch a bung town copper = 


Margaret, pe 19 


me,tnire edition of Bartlett , (Boston, 1860) has the follow- 


ye Kh thon (871 
Pee revised language: co | ao adn Role es 


BuNOTOWN COPPER. A spurious coin, © of base netal, a very pveaby 
counterfeit ef the English halfpenny or copper. © 3 

It derived its nane from the place where it was first manne 
factured, then called Bungtown, now Barneysville, in the town 
of Rehoboth, Mabew The Bungtown wopprr never was a legal coin. 
The British ‘hal gpenny os copper was. The term is used only 


in New ‘Bnglend. ae 
Margaret 


(eetation of 3 uses) | Biglow Papers 
|  Doesticks 
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BUNGTOWN COPPERS— ORIGIN OF THE NAME. 


‘In the last number of the Yournal I read with interest the paper on “ Hard 
Times Tokens,” by Mr. Low. In his treatment of the subject he refers to certain 
pieces which were common fifty or sixty years ago, and then known as “ Bungtown 
coppers.” ; and he raises a query as to the origin of the name. He also refers to a 
conssiunication signed “B,” which is found on page 71 of the Yowrnal for January, 
1875, and bears on this particular point ; but he does not think that the explanation 
there given is satisfactory. The correspondent “B.” quotes from Professor Schele de 
Vere, who says that “Bung-town” is the old name of Rehoboth, Massachusetts ; but 
from Bliss’s History of Rehoboth he does not learn that the town was ever so called, 
and for that reason by inference he doubts it. 

The following account of the name is found in Mr. John R. Bartlett's “ Diction- 
ary of Americanisms,” and gives another version as to the origin of the expression : — 

’ Bunctown Copper. A spurious coin, of base metal, a very clumsy counterfeit of the 


h halfpenny or copper. It derived its name from the place where it was first manu- 
d, then called Bungtown, now Barneysville, in the town of Rehoboth, Mass. The 





Bungtown copper never was a legal coin. The British halfpenny or copper was. The term 
is used only in New England. 

It will be noted that Mr. Bartlett does not say that Rehoboth was ever called 
Bungtown, but that a village within the township, known as Barneysville, was so 





~ * 
ca), BO ms / 
exe |} 2 . i F : f 

A if - 4 TE rs JA d A f 
Fenn at ‘ a ress” Lal we Ls f ‘ 


< awe. 





rear sepey 


118 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [Arrit, 


HARD TIMES TOKENS. 
BY LYMAN H. Low. 


{Continued from Vol. XXXIII, p. 85.} 


83. Obv. Inscription in eight lines, H M & E I. RICHARDS | MANUFACTURERS | 
* OF + | JEWELRY | NEAR THE | UNION HOUSE | ATTLEBORO | Mass. A sprig of olive (?) 
leaves at either side. All the lines curve downward. Rev. From the same die as No. 
79. Borders 4. Edger. Metal AZ. Size 284. 


The firm by which this token was struck was composed of Henry Manning and E. Ira Richards, 
who were cousins; the first named was a son of Ira Richards, who originated the business of making 
jewelry at Attleboro, Mass., about 1815; the cousins were employed by him until 1830, when they 
formed a partnership under the above style, which they conducted there for a few years; they then dis- 
solved and each carried on the same business separately ; in 1837 H. M. Richards went to Philadelphia, 
and continued the same occupation there for five or six years. Later, I believe, he returned to Attleboro, 
but in February, 1863, moved to Boston, where he established himself on Green Street, and not long 
afterward admitted his son, Eugene H. Richards, into partnership; the father died July 19, 1886, but the 
son continued at the same place, with a New York office on Broadway, until very recently, when failing 
health obliged him to withdraw from the management. The junior partner, Edmund Ira, some years 
after the dissolution, admitted his son E. Ira Richards, Jr., into the firm, and opened an office in New 
York, on Nassau Street, and later on Broadway, while Frank Richards, another son, I believe, still car- 
ries on the business of his father at North Attleboro. Many thousand pieces were struck by these firms, 
and shipped in kegs to customers at prices varying from 60 to 75 cents per hundred, until the business 
was finally stopped, as Mr. E. H. Richards informed me, by the Government. He remarks that his father 
told him the pieces were early known as ‘‘ Bungtowns,” in that vicinity. 

Some further notes relative to the origin of this word ‘* Bungtown” have lately come to me, which 
may as well be given here. It is evident from various sources that the name, as applied to these pieces, 
was common in the vicinity of Attleboro, and the towns near Providence, R. 1., more than. sty yeare. 
ago, whether originating there or not. They are so styled in the Providence Fournal, in Nove y 
1848, which says in substance, that Bungtown was the name of a village otherwise called Barneye- 
ville, in Rehoboth, Mass., on Palmer's River. This was very likely the basis on which Prof, § chele de 
Vere, and Mr. John R. Bartlett in his “Dictionary of Americanisms,” as cited by Dr. Gres in the 

the 







Fournal of Numismatics for October, 1898, made their statement that the mame came from 
ville. That village, however, was in the neighboring town of Swansea, Mass., and took its namie: 
firm or individuals of the name of Barney, who built small vessels in the early part of this cout ty om the 
stream now known as Warren’s River, which empties into Narraganset Bay. In the correspondence referred 
to, these parties are said to have cast, in sand-moulds, fac-similes of the English HaMfpennies of that 
period and circulated them as Cents; to these clumsy products the name of Bungtowns was given, frois 

the popular name of the village where the Barneys lived; thence the title later passed to the Hard Tims 
Tokens, unquestionably so abundantly produced in that vicinity. Whether this story is tree, 1 donot 
pretend to decide, but it is plausible, to say the least, and there is no doubt of the common ase of the 
name in that neighborhood, at the time of which I am speaking. In Judd’s “Margaret,” first published 
I believe in 1845, Bungtown Coppers are mentioned. The name, for a half century or more, has be es 
used as synonymous with worthlessness, but if the foregoing account (which was written some ten years 
or more ago by a gentleman who lived in that vicinity and has recently been handed me), is correct, the 
original Bungtowns were intrinsically worth more than the coins they imitated! __ SaP es 


84. Obv. Same as rev. of No. 80 (S. B. Schenck.) Rev, * THIS MACHINE 18 CA 4 
BLE OF PLANING TONGING’ In field,  & «» | GROOvING, | OR jomrTiNG, | OR ki 
ING, | 18 FEET OF BOARDS | OR PLANK IN A | MINUTE | 1834. Borders 4. 
Metal 4. Size 28%, 29. . ee 

85. Obv. J. HALL WALKER & WALTON In'field, porters oF | AND om: 
IN | HARDWARE AND | SHIP CHANDLERY | N? 17 NEW LEVER | NEW ORLRI 
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Reverse, The square and compasses enclosing the letter c within which is 
the radiant All-seeing eye ; 17 above at the left, 88 on the right; ar. on the 
left and am. on the right, beneath the figures of the date. Legend, czorcE 
WASHINGTON MASTER OF ALEXANDRIA vA. and below, completing the circle, 
LODGE Ne 22. Bronze. Size 24.’ wo eer 


“ BUNGTOWN.” 


Tue name of “Bungtown,” as applied to copper coins of a certain character 
(among them more particularly those issued by private individuals, and destitute of 
value except by common consent in the neighborhood of their origin) and the ques- 
tion whether it was a mythic or actual locality, have been frequently alluded to in the 
Journal. In the descriptions of “Hard Times Tokens,” printed in 1898, the sugges 
tion that “ Bungtowns”’ received their name from the bungling manner in which they 
were struck, was thought to be plausible, though a reference was also made to letters 
from correspondents which proposed another explanation. In January, 1875, the 
Journal printed an item quoting an opinion from Prof. Schele De Vere, who claimed 
to have found, in a village in the town of Rehoboth, Bristol Co., Mass., a locality called 
Bungtown, but this theory was not generally accepted. (See H. T. Tokens, No. 84.) 
It was also noted by Dr. Green, in the Journal for October, 1898. 

I have recently received a letter from a correspondent in Bristol, R. I., which 
confirms the explanation of Prof. De Vere, amd that given by Bartlett in his “ Dic- 
tionary of Americanisms,” viz.: that “ Buagtown’’ was undoubtedly the local name 
for Barneyville, a village in Rehoboth, Mass., near Providence, R. I., and the term is 
still in use among the.older residents. 

The explanation, which was long rejected, seems, by the best information I can 
gather, to be the most satisfactory, and localizes some of the pieces. Ln. 


RECENT ITALIAN MEDALS OF KINC HUMBERT. 


THE last number of the Rivista Staliama Nuewicea::-a has an engraving of a 
medal recently struck in Florence, in honor of King Mwemhert, for the design of which 
the Alinari prize of 1500 lire was awarded to Sigmor f:aic Vagnetti, over other com- 
petitors. The contest was held under the auspices of ‘n« Secteta Italiana per l’ Arte 
Pubblica, which offered to Italian artists the opportunity to compete for the premium 
endowed by Cav. Vittorio Alinari in September, 1900. The design as engraved shows 
the medal to be size 50mm., and examples in size 2amm._, are to be struck in bronze 
and silver. 

The obverse has the bust of King Humbert in profile to the right, the collar of 
his military uniform just appearing above a broken palm branch, at the right of the 
stem of which is placed the artist’s name, I *« VAGNETT! FECE Legend, above and at 
the right, HVMBERTVS I+ REX + ITALIAE+ mDccc. On the reverse, the centre of the 
field has a throne, on the upright posts of which are two small shields with the Italian 


1 For the description of this medal I am also in- large Masonic gathering and a “pil ” of the 
debted to Mr. Theo. H. Emmons. The celebration visiting brethren from various Grand and other 
which it commemorates was made the occasion of a bodies, to Mt. Vernon. 
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dozen instances, the legend of the obverse is punctuated vari- 
ously by quatrefoils, mullets, or stars, the legend upon the 
reverses always ornamented and punctuated variously by simi- 
lar characters. There are two obverses called “the doz” or 
“the fox,” on account of a small device struck upon them in 
connection with the legend, but on good specimens, this device 
is easily recognizable as the figure of a running horse. One 
obverse has for a legend, the contraction E. PLURIBS UNUM, 
punctuated with stars. An extremely rare variety is double 
struck, and thus made to read E. PLUKIBUS UNUM, the R. 
being mutilated. The device of the horse’s head, facing left, 
appears, as far as known from existing specimens, to have 
been struck only upon the obverses of a part of the genuine 
New Jersey Copper Coinage of 1788, but for the purpose of 
defrauding collectors, come one has by engraving, or other ar- 
tistic processes, reversed the horse’s head, upon New Jersey 
Copper Coins of both 1786 and 1787, making the device face 
to the left, a deviation from common honesty, uot a differen- 
tation in the mintage of New Jersey. During the spring and 
summer of 1787, the Congress of the United States ordered 
the coinage of three hundred and forty-five tons of copper into 
cents, as will presently be described, and the right of coinage 
was the same year vested exclusively in the General Govern- 
ment. In consequence, the New Jersey and other local mints 
ceased operations. However, the multiform product of these 
“copper shops” continued to circulate, with a great amount 
of cheap coin imported from England. The most of the im- 
ported coppers were said to have been made in Birmingham,’ 
England, and were denominated “Birmingham coppers;” this 
became corrupted to “Bungtown coppers,” and as the mis- 
cellaneous coinage of coppers was displaced by the authorized 
Cent of the United States, and became depreciated, the 
phrase “Not worth a Bungtown Copper,” became proverbial. 
- Gradually, the whole coinage of coppers began to disap- 
et | pear, and finally, as so much rubbish, they were swept from 
i Reet ae | circulation; their disappearance, however, was not complete 
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and final until during the suspension of specie Cp Recper in ahe 
time of the war of the great rebellion. a ae ote? 


PROPOSED, COLONIAL COINAGES OF NEW YORK. 


As early as 1661, an attempt was made by the Burgomas- 
ters and Scepens of New Amsterdam, to establish a mint in 
that city, now New York. An application was made by the 
officers just named, to the Chamber of Directors of the West 
India Company, at Amsterdam in Dolland, for ‘ong ata to 
coin silver, but without success. 

In the year 1672, an order was paar by the Beal Court 
of Assizes in New Yori for regulating the currency of silver . 
coin in that state yi praia that a Boston shilling 
should pass for one shilling, and “a good piece uf Eight Span- 
ish Coine, whether of Mexico Sevill or a pillar piece” for six 
shillings, It was stated in the Massachusetts and New Hamp- 
shire Advertiser, of March 29th, 1786, that New York, Con- 
necticut, and Vermont, had authorized a coinage of copper, the 
money being already in circulation, and that of New York es- 
pecially, very fine in appearance. It is supposed that the 
coins alluded to as belonging to New York, were the “Non 
Virtute Vici” or the “Neo-Eboracencis” pieces of private 
coinage then in circulation, and to be hereafter described 
herein. There is neither record or specimen of coin, to show 
that the state of New York authorized a copper coinage. 

On February 11th, 1787, petitions for the right to coin cop- 
pers were ygesented to the Senate and Assembly of the state 
of New York, by John Bailey, Ephraim Brasher, and Thomas 
Machin. The matter was referred to a Committee, which re- 
ported that there were various sorts of copper coin in circula- 
tion in the country, which they described as: 

“First. A few genuine British half-pence of George the 
Second, and some of an earlier date, the i impressions of which 
are generally defaced. 

“Secondly. A number of Irish half-pence, with a bust on 
the one side, and a harp on the other. 


